Do polyclonal rheumatoid factors carry an 'internal image' of cytomegalovirus, Epstein-Barr virus and nuclear antigens?
Rabbit antisera have been prepared against isolated rheumatoid factors (RF's). It was considered that RFs are anti-idiotype antibodies and that the anti-RF antisera had anti-anti-idiotype specificity. Furthermore, it was considered that the RF's carry an "internal image" of the putative "antigen X" and that the rabbit antisera would have specificity for this "antigen-X". Reactions of the rabbit antisera with the early and late antigens of CMV, EBV antigens and nuclear antigens suggest that there may be an "internal image" of these antigens in rheumatoid factor molecules and that they all may be related to the immunogenesis of RF.